
 
 
 
 



 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
 Welcome to the first grade class of Granada Hills Baptist 
School.  I am looking forward to working with and teaching your 
children not only the academics but the truths in 
God’s word. My goal is to make your child’s 
educational and social experiences some of the best. 
I will strive to create a stimulating, loving, trusting 
and academic atmosphere for the students in this 
room. Throughout this year, I will be reinforcing 
independence, staying on task, homework responsibilities, 
searching for answers and cooperative peer relationships, along 
with our required academic schedule.  
 A child that feels loved and special is an achiever. Children 

need to learn that they are significant and that being a 
responsible, contributing member of the classroom is 
important. It is essential that we have communication 
between home and school to enhance your child’s 
personal development and academic success. I can be 

reached by note, calling the school’s office or by e-mail. 
                          MrsJohnson@granadahillsbaptistschool.com 
Thank you for the opportunity to teach and nurture your child. 
              
Mrs. Johnson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



First Grade Daily Schedule 
 

8:45-9:00   Salutes in the Courtyard/Announcements 
9:00-9:10   Attendance/Lunch count 
    Calendar Activities 
    *Daily Assignment Preparation 
9:10 -10:10                Language, Letters and Sounds Instruction 
                                   Begin Reading Groups  
                                   Independent Assignments: 

� Letters and Sounds 
� Writing with Phonics 
� Language 
� Spelling  

10:10-10:30  Recess (Front yard/Backyard) 
 
10:30-11:00                Continue Reading Groups 
    Finish up Seat work   
11:00-12:00                Math Instruction 

• Tubbing Activities  
� Math Assignment  

       Finish Independent Assignments    
12:00-12:45  Lunch- Front yard only 
 
12:45-1:15  Bible/ Character Education 
 
1:15-1:40           Social Studies 
 
1:40-2:00    Recess- Front yard only 
 
2:00-3:00           Science 

Thematic Unit Activities/Additional Pull-out 
Programs 

    
Program Additions:                                   
P.E.– Wed./Fri.             12:45-1:20 
Spanish –Tues.            1:00-1:30    
Music- Wed.                 2:00-2:30 
Library -   Thurs.          2:00-2:30                
Computer-Fri.              2:00-2:30         
Chapel-   Fri.                 9:00 am 

You are always welcome to join us for Chapel! 
 



General Information 
Room Parents:  Jena Feola and Jackie Cullen 
 

Snacks: In First Grade, class time is no longer used for 
snack.  Please send something extra in your child’s lunch if 
you feel he/she will need a snack at first recess.  
Food Allergies/Special Diets:  Some children have 
specific dietary needs or restrictions. If your child has 
any, please let me know in writing! 
 

Tardiness: When a child arrives at school after 8:45 
a.m., the parent is required to go to the office with the child 
to get a Tardy Slip to enter class. Excessive tardiness will 
affect your child’s “Work Habits”  grade. See 
Parent/Student Handbook-2011-2012, #16 Attendance, for 
more information.  In summary: 
3 unexcused tardies in one quarter—Warning note sent 
home 
5 unexcused tardies in a quarter—“Work habits” grade 
dropped to an “S”. 
7 unexcused tardies in a quarter—“Work Habits” grade 
dropped to “U”. 
 

Parent Helpers:   In correlation with the classroom 
visitation policy in the handbook, parent helpers will be 
scheduled as needed after the first six weeks of school.  
 
Birthdays: Birthdays are important at this age (or any 
age, actually.) Your child may share popsicles, cupcakes or 
cookies with the class on his/her birthday, if you choose.   
Please give me advanced notice so I can fit it into our 
schedule.  There are 15 students in our class (6 girls and 9 
boys). 2:30 p.m. on most days will be set aside for 



celebrations!!  If your child has a summer birthday, you 
may choose another day to celebrate his/her “Unbirthday”, 
as long as it fits into our schedule! 
 

Field Trips: Field trips are used to enhance our 
curriculum.  In first grade, we take limited trips. With a 
limited budget, we will be relying on our parents for 
transportation!  You will be contacted by the Room Parents 
when help is needed. At that time, you need to have a copy 
of your Drivers License, Parent Chaperone Policy, and 
current Proof of Insurance on file with the office. Due to 
liability reasons and school policy, you are not to bring 
younger siblings on field trips.  This time is still class time 
in a different environment as well as a special time for you 
and your 1st grade child. 
  
Class Cooking Projects: From time to time, I may 
incorporate a cooking project to enhance our studies.  If 
your child volunteers to bring ingredients please return 
them promptly by the date on the note. If for some reason 
you can’t, please give me 24 hours notice by either calling 
the school or writing me a note, so I can make other 
arrangements. 
 
Projects: Starting in January, First graders will have 
several assigned projects.  You will have about two weeks 
to complete each project. All due dates and instructions will 
be given prior to each assignment. 
    January: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
    April: Musical Instrument Project 
    May: Insect project 
 



Class Parties: We will be having class parties for most 
of the holidays. 2:00 p.m. will be set aside for our party 
time unless we celebrate on a minimum day then we will 
start around 11:00 a.m.  You will be contacted by our 
Room Parents for help or other needs.  Once again, please 
no siblings. 
 

Labeling Items: Please label all of your child’s 
personal Items— back packs, lunch boxes, folders, 
sweaters, jackets, etc.  With such a large class, there are 
bound to be duplications in items and labeling helps us 
tremendously in finding owners for misplaced “stuff!”  
There is also a lost and found cabinet located across from 
the child care room (Room I) near the boy’s bathroom. 
 

Pick-ups and drop offs:   Your child’s safety is 
crucial! You are asked to park and walk your child to the 
gate in front or walk your child to the hall in back and the 
same is true for the pick up schedule. This way we can 
avoid accidents as well as injuries. 
 On the days I have an after school duty, you will find 
your child at the lunch benches with their things.  After 
3:10 p.m. if your child has not been picked up, they will be 
sent to the child care area. This is for safety and insurance 
reasons. If your child is there, you need to sign them out. 
There is a charge for child care after the 3:10 bell (check 
the office for rates). 
 
 

 
 



Discipline Plan 
 

 As we start this year, it is important that we work together in the 
guidance of your child.  The plan below outlines our classroom rules, 
possible rewards and the consequences for inappropriate behavior.  
Our classroom rules: 

1. Listen to the person who is speaking 
2. Follow directions 
3. Work quietly 
4. Keep your hands and feet to yourself 
5. Leave other people’s property alone 
6. Respect school property 

To encourage students to follow these classroom rules, the following 
rewards and incentives will be used: 
  Personal:   1 week of green cards—20 extra coins 
                   4 weeks of green cards—Movie day 
  Group:      Group with most coins collected at the end of the 
                                       month, gets the first choice from the prize box. 
If a student chooses to break a rule, the following steps will be taken: 

First time:         Warning—no card change 
Second time:     Change card to yellow 5 minute loss of recess  
                          or time out in another room. 
Third time:        Change of card to orange, Phone call home or   
                          misconduct notice sent home and 10 minute   
                          loss of recess or time out in another room. 
Forth time:        Change card to red, Sent to the office, note sent   

home or phone call and 15 minute loss of 
recess 

Severe Clause:   Sent to the Principal’s office. Phone call home. 
My goal is to work with you to ensure the success of your child this year! 
Please read and discuss this discipline plan with your child and return the 
bottom portion of this letter. 
Thank you, 
Mrs. Johnson  
 

First Grade Discipline Plan 
I have read the discipline plan and have discussed it with  
my child,___________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian 
Signature__________________________________Date________________ 



Homework Policy 
 

On Monday, a summary of what we will be 
studying in class, an assignment list, homework 
sheets and important information from the office, 
PTF will be coming home with your child. Please 
take the time to read it! 
The following is the homework schedule for First 
grade: 
� Written homework will be sent home on 

Monday of each week in the Monday letter. It 
can be all turned in on Tuesday, but it must be in by Wednesday morning. 

� Reading homework will be assigned Monday –Thursday. Please be sure to sign 
the chart in your child’s reading book when you complete the reading for each 
night. 

� Spelling, Phonics and Bible verse need to be studied each night. 
 
1. Please return the homework assignments the following day unless a different 

date is noted in the Monday letter. 
2. Help your child by setting aside a time and place to study.  Work with your 

child, correcting any mistakes or checking the work but not actually doing the 
work. 

3. Check over all the class work that your child brings home, praising the positive 
aspects first then reviewing where necessary. 

4. If class work is incomplete.  Please finish and return the following day. 
5. Homework that is not returned the day it is due (Wednesday) will be redone 

at recess. Please make sure that papers and books are in backpacks the night 
before. 

 
Homework is given for the following reasons: 
� To develop responsibility 
� To review work already taught 
� To serve as a communication tool between the parent, the child and the school. 
Homework should be easy, as we will have already taught the concept and 
explained how to do the work before it is brought home. It should not take more 
than 30 minutes to study each night. 
 *** If you are going out of town, please give me at least 2 days notice so I 
can get the student’s work ready.   If your child is absent from school, please call 
the school in the morning to request the work for the day. The work needs to be 
picked up from the office after lunch. 
 
Thank you,  
Mrs. Johnson 
 
 



 

Grades and Tests 
 

Gradelink 
First grade children do receive letter grades for tests, 

homework, in class writing, Unit study and projects.  We use a 
grading system called Gradelink. This system allows you to view 
only your child’s grades on-line. Returning families should be able 
to access the system using last year’s set-up.  

New families to GHBS: Be watching for a sheet titled 
“Gradelink Login Information” and a white “Quick Start” direction 
sheet in your Monday Letter. If for some reason you have trouble 
setting up the access, please contact the office. 
 

Just a Reminder: Each child has their own access code. These 
codes are confidential and are not to be shared with the children or 
other families. 
In First Grade, the Gradelink system is updated every 2-3 weeks 
depending on the testing schedule. All papers and tests from the 
week are sent home on Fridays in their backpack folder marked 
“Home”.   
 
Our Testing Schedule: 
 

Each week we will be testing Math skills or facts, Phonics 
Rules, Spelling words and Bible verse. I will always give the 
testing information for the following weeks testing ahead of time 
in the “Looking Ahead” sections. 

Tuesday: Math Testing (Chapter check-ups or Unit tests) 
          Monday –Thursday: Fact drills 

Thursday: Phonics Testing 
(Chart rules and application tests) 

*Friday: Bible verse and Spelling Words Test 
*On occasion we will have a Science Unit test or a Bible 

Lesson Quiz. You will have ample time and the study sheets to 
prepare for these tests when they come up. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 


